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Dow Returns as Presenting Sponsor for 
2012 Philadelphia Science Festival 

 
Festival and Dow share common interest in fostering community engagement and understanding in Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) 
 

PHILADELPHIA (March 14, 2012) – With little more than a month to go until the 2nd Annual Philadelphia 
Science Festival, students, educators, philanthropists, scientists and engineers across the U.S. are busy 
preparing exhibits and programs to engage and excite the next generation of scientists. The presenting 
sponsor and a world leader in science and technology, The Dow Chemical Company, will highlight the role 
of chemistry and its innovative technologies in industries such as water, energy, consumer electronics and 
nutrition. 
 
“Dow is a company of innovative problem-solvers,” said Dennis M. Wint, President and CEO of The 
Franklin Institute, which organizes the Festival. “We’re fortunate to have the support of a company that is 
tirelessly devoted to the pursuit of education and to advancements in science and technology. For us, this 
festival is an experiment into how communities like Philadelphia can better connect with the next 
generation of inventors, scientists and engineers. Dow is a valuable partner in helping us reach those new 
audiences.” 
 
In keeping with the overall goal of the Festival, Dow’s involvement – during events such as the Science 
Carnival on the Parkway – will focus on everyday problems and how technology solves them, providing 
festivalgoers with rare behind-the-scenes glimpses into the role complex technologies play in our everyday 
lives. 
 
One such exhibit, a large interactive cell phone, will debut Saturday, April 21 during the free Carnival. The 
exhibit, which is being built specifically for the Festival, will be a working cross-section of a modern smart 
phone and is designed to help people understand circuit boards and other technologies that go unseen but 
keep our society connected. Dow has four different business lines working on components that make cell 
phones “better, faster and smarter.” 
 
“Seeing that the chemical industry enables more than 96 percent of all manufactured goods, STEM 
awareness and education can serve as tickets for entry into careers that directly address world challenges of 
today and tomorrow,” said Jerome A. Peribere, Executive Vice President of The Dow Chemical Company 
and president and chief executive officer of the Dow Advanced Materials Division.  “At Dow, we are 
utilizing our role in industry to further STEM education as these efforts can be tied to an industry growth 
strategy and the long-term prosperity and security of the United States.”  
 
Now in its second year, the Philadelphia Science Festival is organized by The Franklin Institute (TFI), which 
secured a grant from the National Science Foundation in 2009 as part of a 4-city pilot program to develop 
sustainable models for science festivals. It’s a movement already well underway in Europe, and the goal is to 



create a similar network here in the U.S. With that mandate, TFI set out to break down misconceptions 
about science and foster groundbreaking collaboration among museums, institutions, schools and the 
communities around them. Dow, with a huge presence in the Delaware Valley, stepped up last year as the 
Festival’s first presenting sponsor and returned this year. 
 
Other sponsors include Drexel University, University of Pennsylvania, Temple University, FMC Corporation, 
GlaxoSmithKline, LaSalle University, Philadelphia University, University of the Sciences, Villanova University, 
NextFab Studio, Quaker Chemical Corporation, University City Science Center, Fox Chase Cancer Center, 
Geosyntec, Seventh Generation, SI Org, PECO, PNC Bank, Celestron, US Airways, Cigna, and the 
Community College of Philadelphia. 
 
Festival sponsors are collaborating on events including: 

• Drexel University - Robotics Discovery Day, Blogging and Beer, Great Gigs, A Nerd's Guide to 
Surviving the Apocalypse and Sweet Beats 

• University of Pennsylvania - Silly-Sounding Science, The Great Vaccine Debate, Science Superheros; 
Astronomy Night and Nano Discovery Day 

• Temple University - I Smell You/You Smell Me, Science Cabaret and Science Superheroes 
• LaSalle University - Is There No Truth in Beauty, It's All-Natural and Organic and Murder at the 

Mutter 
• Philadelphia University - Design Lab, Science Superheroes and Murder at the Mutter 
• University of the Sciences – Collider, When Good Drugs Turn Bad, Tabletop Science, Murder at 

the Mutter and Astronomy Night 
• NextFab Studio - Mix It 
• University City Science Center - Smart Talk and From Farm to Fork 
• Cigna – Mobile Learning Lab (at the Carnival) 

 
A complete list of Festival events, as well as details on those noted above, is available on the Festival 
website, PhilaScienceFestival.org. Tickets for the events will go on sale to the general public on Tuesday, 
March 20. 
 
ABOUT THE DOW CHEMICAL COMPANY 
Dow (NYSE: DOW) combines the power of science and technology to passionately innovate what is essential 
to human progress. The Company connects chemistry and innovation with the principles of sustainability to help 
address many of the world's most challenging problems such as the need for clean water, renewable energy 
generation and conservation, and increasing agricultural productivity. Dow's diversified industry-leading portfolio 
of specialty chemical, advanced materials, agrosciences and plastics businesses delivers a broad range of 
technology-based products and solutions to customers in approximately 160 countries and in high growth 
sectors such as electronics, water, energy, coatings and agriculture. In 2011, Dow had annual sales of $60 billion 
and employed approximately 52,000 people worldwide. The Company's more than 5,000 products are 
manufactured at 197 sites in 36 countries across the globe. References to "Dow" or the "Company" mean The 
Dow Chemical Company and its consolidated subsidiaries unless otherwise expressly noted. More information 
about Dow can be found at www.dow.com.  
 
ABOUT THE PHILADELPHIA SCIENCE FESTIVAL 
The Philadelphia Science Festival is a citywide collaboration April 20-29 showcasing the impact of science 
and technology past, present and future. Part of a national movement to inspire the next generation of 
scientists and engineers, the Festival builds on Philadelphia’s own rich history of innovation with dozens of 
lectures, debates, hands-on activities, special exhibits and other informal learning experiences at museums, 
libraries and even street corners and concert halls. More than 105 institutions are collaborating to produce 
the Festival, which is funded in part by the National Science Foundation, presented by The Dow Chemical 
Company and organized by The Franklin Institute. To learn more, visit PhilaScienceFestival.org or call 215-
448-1128. 
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